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Mothiur completed his solicitor’s training contract in 2005, at top 10 global law firm CMS Cameron McKenna LLP.  He moved to top 60 London law firm/parliamentary agents BDB Pitmans LLP and was Senior Associate in its Governance & Infrastructure Department until 2012.  He subsequently co-founded the Community Chartering Network and is now building his own practice as a legal consultant with a focus on ecological and civic resilience.
CAREER SUMMARY
Aug 2019 – present:  BPP Law School
· Freelance lecturer in Public & Constitutional Law at a leading law school.
· BPP is exclusive provider of legal training for the City Consortium, a group of some of the most prestigious law firms including Magic Circle firms.
2016 – present:  New Economy Law 

· Building a legal consultancy practice supporting communities and social enterprises focusing on civic and ecological resilience (www.neweconomylaw.org).  
· Drafting representations for 24 Community Councils on the 2018 Strategic Environmental Assessment of Scotland’s policy on fracking.  This represented nearly 2/3 of all Community Councils that responded to the Scottish “Talking Fracking” consultation in 2017.  Scottish Government confirmed its policy of “no support” for fracking in 2019.
· Advising Falkirk Community Councils in relation to a strategy for maintaining their community identities, including objections to the Falkirk Local Development Framework and housing planning applications, and advising on the use of “Community Right to Buy” powers. 
· Advising Frack Free Totnes in relation to a project for asking parliamentary questions through the office of their MP, achieving responses that supported the UK Frack Free network of communities. 
· Invited to present seminars and workshops on my work on ecological and civic resilience as guest lecturer on LLM modules at Sussex University and Westminster University, the Cultural Commons MA at London Metropolitan University, the Critical Law Conference 2018 (Open University), the Wildlaw Conference 2019 (Sussex University) and the Wildlife & Countryside Link Annual Debate 2019. 
· Networking with relevant social enterprises and providing talks, workshops, training and mentorship in the “new economy” field.  Proficient in online project management tools such as Basecamp and Loomio. 
· Core member of the movement Extinction Rebellion since September 2018, producing agile briefings on key climate and biodiversity issues for dissemination, and working as part of a team to develop a political strategy as an element of the movement.  This resulted in the meeting with the Secretary of State in April 2019 and helped bring about the motion in Parliament declaring an Environment & Climate Emergency in May 2019.  
2015 – 2016:  Masters Degree - Schumacher College, Devon
· Completing the Ecological Design Thinking MA at a leading centre for transformative learning.  This involved the development of skills in thinking about old problems in new ways, through a pedagogy of holistic learning to support a transition to low carbon and resilient places and systems.  

· Working through cross-disciplinary teams to develop projects to deliver such transition pathways e.g. for the Buckfastleigh community in relation to their Neighbourhood Plan.  This involved developing creative ways in which to facilitate community groups to unlock social imagination, requiring good listening and communication skills.  
2012 - present:  Community Chartering Network 

· Initiating a cross-disciplinary and collaborative team to develop Community Charters - a tool for communities to present a positive vision of what they value to strengthen civic resilience for positive social impact. 
· Advising the Falkirk community in a planning inquiry in 2014, for what would have been the first commercially viable facilities for extracting unconventional gas in the UK.  This resulted in a Scottish moratorium in 2015.  This role required not just legal expertise but political astuteness in developing a strategy within the context of the Scottish Independence Referendum.  
· Developing a civic solidarity strategy for 16 Community Councils impacted by shale reserves, as a response to the 2017 “Talking Fracking” consultation.  This helped achieve a policy position of “no support” for fracking (Paul Wheelhouse MSP stated in his Ministerial Statement, “in our view the outcome of our public engagement shows that in those communities which would be most affected, there is no social licence for unconventional oil and gas to be taken forward at this time.”).  The developer Ineos finally withdrew its Falkirk planning appeal in March 2020, a major success for the Falkirk community.
· Developing partnerships, giving talks and supporting UK communities in creating their Community Charters (Falkirk, St Ives, Ryedale).
· Invited by Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park Authority (“NPA”) to introduce the Community Charter methodology as part of the NPA’s Land Use & Rural Development Framework strategy.  This demonstrates growing interest by public bodies in the ideas and principles behind the Community Charter concept. 
2005 – 2012:  Bircham Dsyon Bell (Now BDB Pitmans LLP) – Senior Associate
Governance/Parliamentary/Public Law
· Drafting and advising on the promotion of the St. Austell Market Act 2008, requiring research into the Standing Orders of both Houses of Parliament, advising on parliamentary process, liaising with parliamentary clerks and the drafting of oral submissions and speaking points for the Bill Committee proceedings.
· Advising in Select Committee Proceedings at the House of Commons (Crossrail), requiring policy and legislative research and surfacing key issues as part of a team with Leading Counsel and technical experts.  Coordinating case management for the Select Committee Proceedings. 
· Advising on a successful judicial review for the aggregates industry against the Department for Transport, in relation to harbour dues. Exceptionally, the defending authority consented to the quashing order without submitting a defence, leading to new streams of work from the aggregates industry. 
· Tracking relevant Bills through Parliament for clients and advising accordingly.
· Advising the Commonwealth Education Trust on historical legacy issues connected to its statutory lineage with the Imperial Institute of 1886.  
· Advising the Port of London Authority on the use of its compulsory purchase powers to enable its wharf reactivation policy.  Such powers had never been used before, demonstrating the Port of London’s confidence in the reliability of my legal advice and trust in my political acumen.
· Advising on an inquiry into harbour dues at Langstone Harbour.  A public inquiry under the relevant clauses of the Harbour Act 1964 had never been carried out before, requiring accurate legal research as there was no capacity to rely on precedent. 
· Advising clients on compulsory purchase matters where land has been acquired for various schemes under compulsory purchase powers.
· Providing pro-bono law and policy research to the North Kensington Law Centre on the “domestic worker exemption” from the national minimum wage. 
Planning/Environmental

· Advising on a successful judicial review for the aggregates industry quashing a planning permission issued for the Greenwich Millennium Village.  The defending authority consented to the quashing order without submitting a defence, demonstrating the effective crafting of a water tight case. 
· Advising Transport for London (TfL) in relation to the promotion of a Transport and Works Act Order for the West London Tram scheme.  This involved the drafting of law and policy briefings and drawing out strategic recommendations in relation to key concerns such as the extent of TfL’s public powers to acquire land and carry out works, its duties towards public consultation, and the interface of its statutory powers with EU environmental legislation such as the Birds and Habitats Directives.
· Advising Southern Water in relation to a series of public hearings for Drought Permits and a Drought Order, to enable it to meet its statutory duties of water supply during the  2004-7 drought.  The Drought Order was the first one made in over 30 years, requiring a steep learning curve in knowledge and trusted advice in order to develop a mitigation strategy acceptable to local residents and businesses impacted by the Order.
· Advising a commercial client on reducing the impact of the 2010 Carbon Reduction Commitment scheme on its business.  This required persuading DECC to accept a particular interpretation of a clause in the legislative scheme, thereby saving the client from a substantial cost. 

· Advising objectors to statutory transport schemes, planning applications, compulsory purchase orders, Harbour Revision Orders, Village Greens, including associated planning application documentation and Environmental Impact Assessments.
· Initiating and organising a public seminar on the “Protection of the Deep Sea Environment” through the UK Environmental Law Association (UKELA). 
PUBLICATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL ROLES
Roles

· Co-convenor of UKELA’s Water Working Party (2008-9).
· A contributing author to Bircham Dyson Bell’s “Practical Guide to National Infrastructure Projects” (2009).
· Contributing editor of Butterworth’s “Planning Law Encyclopedia” (2009-12).
· Member of the Advisory Group for the Art/Law Network affiliated with Sussex University Law Dept (2017 – present).
Publications

· Journal of Planning and Environmental Law - “What does the future hold for Major Infrastructure Projects after the Planning White Paper?” (October 2007) (joint publication).
· Utility Week – “Large Gas Storage Schemes Need Help with Planning” (12 June 2009).
· BDB Newsletters – “Climate Change – Moving on from the Stern Review” (March 2007); “Market Mechanisms and the Government’s Energy Policy” (July 2011).
· Critical Law – Law of the Commons: Climate Change Protest in Buckfastleigh” (2013, joint publication)
· STIR to Action -  Land & Power: Community Charters (January 2018) 
· Resurgence & Ecologist – “Extinction Rebellion: A Civil Rights Movement” (April 2019)
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS

2016:
Schumacher College, Devon, Ecological Design Thinking M.A. (Merit)
2002  -  York College of Law, LPC (Distinction)
2001  -  York College of Law, PgDL (Commendation)
1996  -  Durham University, English Literature, B.A. (Hons) (2:1)
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